AT   THE   SPANISH   COURT
ceedings. It was also hinted that Charles might have possession of his wife at once if he were ready to stay in Spain another year!
When Olivares, with beaming countenance, presented himself before the Prince and Buckingham with these new conditions, Buckingham completely lost his temper and rated the Spaniard and his Court very soundly. Never, he declared, had he known such utter duplicity. Olivares gave him an icy retort, telling him quite frankly that he and Charles had done no good by interfering in the affair and would have done better to have left it to Bristol. His pride deeply wounded, Charles thereupon made up his mind to return to England, but further reflection caused him to change it, and it was decided to dispatch Cottington to James with the full story of these miserable negotiations.
In the meantime the English King's chief occupation consisted of preparing for the reception of the Infanta, and during the intervals of such preparations doing his best to demonstrate his constancy towards his absent favourite by paying very special attention to his domestic concerns. A large fleet was being prepared to go to Spain and bring back the Prince and his bride, and it caused much heartburning at court when the Earl of Rutland, Buckingham's father-in-law, was chosen above all others for the supreme command. In vain did men look for some signs of abatement in the King's affections for Buckingham. On the contrary, whilst affairs of state occupied an insignificant place in James's mind, such matters as the weaning of Buckingham's child became of paramount importance. In one of his trivial letters to his favourite James was overjoyed to tell him that 'Kate and thy sister supped with me on Saturday night last, and yesterday both dined and supped with me, and so shall do still with God's grace, as long as I am here, and my little grand-chylde with her four
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